Memorandum of Understanding
Between
the Arab League Educational, Cultural
 and Scientific Organization (ALECSO)
And 
FONDAZIONE MEDITERRANEO
Preamble
The Arab League Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization (ALECSO), with Headquarters in Tunis, TUNISIA, represented by its Director-General, Pr. Dr. Mohamed-El Aziz Ben Achour 

َAddress : ALECSO, B. P 1120 Recette Principale Tunis, Tunisia  
E.mail: alecso@alecso.org.tn 
Website: www.alecso.org.tn

And the

FONDAZIONE MEDITERRANEO with Headquarters in Napoli – Italy – Represented by its President Professor Michele Capasso 
Address: Fondazione Mediterraneo- Maison de la Paix, Casa Universale delle Culture ,80133 Napoli – Via Depretis, 130 – ITALIA .  
Website : www.euromed.org
Henceforth referred to as ALECSO  and Fondazione respectively,
CONSIDERING:
1. That ALECSO is a specialized inter-governmental organization of the Arab League, and responding to the official mandate of its Member State
2. Dispositions stated in the Arab Cultural Charter and especially  in its Preamble & the articles 1, 2, 28;as well as the dispositions stated in the Alecso’s constitution and particularly in  its Preamble and the articles 10 and 11; conferring to the Organization responsibilities and mandate to :

  -Develop and coordinate the educational, cultural and scientific activities in the Arab States.
  -Serve the integral sustainable human development in the Arab countries through contributing to the building of knowledge society & promoting cooperation between Arab states and the rest of the world for the modernization & improvement of the educational, cultural ,scientific and research systems.
   -Promote Arab-Islamic culture & heritage within and outside the Arab World and extend dialogue & cooperation bridges between the Arab- Islamic culture and the other cultures of the world with the aim to enhance & reinforce trust, understanding and fruitful relations between the nations of the globe.
3. The Charter of the Foundazione Mediterraneo, its aims and fields of action.
4. That the Fondazione Méditerranéo Is a nongovern0mental organization dedicated to the promotion of dialogue between peoples and cultures, on an equal basis, with the aim to consolidate awareness of fundamental human rights (civil, political, economic, social and cultural and gender equality)as well as the respect for democracy and justice.

5. The Fondazione devotion to confidence building between the peoples and nations of the Mediterranean shores and the world at large through enhancing dialogue ,mutual respect and understanding, as well as  the promotion of cooperation and solidarity for peace and coexistence.

6. The firm conviction of ALECSO, and the Fondazione in the importance of dialogue and cooperation between the Arab countries and Europe based on the deep-rooted historical ties; as well as cooperation with the view to enhance diffusion and deepen  anchorage  of humanistic values, and particularly sense of fairness, tolerance and openness.
7. That the two parties express their interest in collaborating in the implementation of programs, projects and cooperation activities related to the fields of education, science, culture and heritage. 
    In view of all of the above, the two parties, mutually acknowledging sufficient capacity and competence in order to establish and carry out this partnership, proceed to formalize a Memorandum of Understanding on the basis of the following clauses: 
    FIRST: This Memorandum of Understanding  is  set up as a general framework that will regulate the activities and the necessary measures for the implementation of cooperation programs and projects that are  considered  of  mutual interest by the two partners’   in the fields of  education, science , culture and heritage .
The overall goals of this cooperation might consist of a partnership for coordination, complementary activities, as well as technical assistance, capacity building, policy advice, consultation and evaluation, in the areas of interest for both parties and particularly in the fields of education as well as culture and heritage serving the integral sustainable human development.  
 SECOND: Collaboration between ALECSO and Fondazione will be implemented through the following forms:
1) Regular exchange of information, knowledge, experiences and good practices in their respective areas of interest.
2) Potential involvement in selected activities of the two partners  under conditions deemed appropriate for each occasion.
3) Organization of experts/academics seminars or forums on topics related to the areas of interest above-mentioned.
4) Exchange of Education and Training opportunities in the areas that are of priority and interest to any party.

5) The holding of expert meetings on the role of education, culture, information in the dialogue of cultures as well as their role in the support of the spirit of cooperation and coexistence between cultures and civilizations as well the nations of the globe.
6)  Exchange of exhibitions on cultures and heritage, or art and creative work presentations.
7) Exchange of studies and publications.

8) Insertion of links in the official websites of the two partners highlighting equivalent activities and programs and future joint activities and projects.
   THIRD: This Memorandum of Understanding might also be further developed through Specific Executive Protocols that determine the initiatives and activities or programs, as well as the necessary human and financial resources needed for this matter. Such specific documents could be prepared and agreed on a biennial basis, and will also define the commitments adopted by both partners. 
All programs and activities contemplated by this Memorandum of Understanding that need to be financed through the budget of each partners, will always require their previous specific approval. 
    FOURTH: To enable the development and implementation of the agreed activities, ALECSO and the Fondazione, will be able to rely on the support of and benefit from the collaboration of other organizations and institutions, public and private, national or international, under the conditions and contractual terms that they consider appropriate. 
ALECSO and the Fondazione, agree to exchange any information that is deemed necessary for the success of the collaboration reflected in this Memorandum of Understanding.
    FIFTH: Financial and non-financial contributions that the implementation of programs and activities may require will be established by mutual agreement for each particular case.
     SIXTH: A Joint Committee will be created with the mandate to coordinate, monitor and evaluate all specific actions to be carried out as a result of the signing of this Memorandum of Understanding and of any specific protocols, and will meet as frequently as it is deemed necessary. 
       SEVENTH: This Memorandum of Understanding will be considered valid and fully effective after the completion of the administrative action of its approval. Its validity is agreed to be permanent. However, any of the parties may request its cancellation provided this is formally communicated to the other partner six months before the date when the Memorandum of Understanding is declared void .In any case, all programs and activities that are being implemented at that particular point will need to be completed.
Having read and agreed on the dispositions of the present M.O.U, on the original copies of the same text for Arabic and English versions; the Heads of ALECSO, and Fondazione Mediiterraneo, has signed here below.
Napoli – Italy …………………………………….. September, 2012
	On behalf of ALECSO
The Director General

	
	             On behalf of
              Fondazione Mediterraneo
             The President


	Pr. Dr. Mohamed-El Aziz Ben Achour
	
	        Prof. Michele Capasso
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